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The Remonſtrance of the Clergy of France, made 
ro the King the 17. of Auguſt 1675. by the moſt Illuſtrious 
- and molt Reverend Jean Baptiſte Adhemar de Monteil de Grig- 
nan, Lord Archbiſhopof Claudipolis, Coadjutor of the Arch- 
bilhoprick of Arles, -and Councellor to the King in his 
Councils, aflilted by all the Lords, Archbiſhops, . Biſhops, 
and other Deputies of the General Aflembly now held at 
St. Germain en Laye. | 
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Our Majeſty may peradventure be ſurpriz'd to find, 
> that afterall thoſe great and advantagedas'things 
your Majeſty has already done for the benefit of 
the Church, this ſame Church ſhould again this 
day, by her prigcipal Miniſters, pour ont her Re- 
monſtrances and Complaints at the foot of your 
Royal Throne, and implore your Sovereign Au- 
thority againſt the attempts of thofe. who are 
Enemies to Religion. "RY | 

If, Sir, we ſhould here ſuffer our ſelves to be wholly govern'd by 
the motions of our own hearts, we ſhould then only 42iſe our voices to 
make the World echo with the many and great acknowledgmehrs the 
Church of France ſo ſtriftly owes to your Majeſties Piery and Verrue* 
But her immediate and prefling neceſſities oppole:that Inclination, and 
compel us for fome ſhort ſpace to'fuſpend the Tranſports of our Gra+ 
ticade, that we may repreſent to your MaxeRty, whar you havegerre- 
maining to do for the entire Re-eſtabliſhmear of Religion, wherein 
the principal point of our happineſs does confift; BY 

And chat which does moſt enconrage and embolden as to fatisfie this 
preſſing duty, 135, that we are aſſurd we have. the! honour tor ſpeak ro 
a King already prepoſleſt in our favour ; and although che heats of 
Kings, according to the Oracle of the Scripture, -ars inſcrutable, 'we 
nevertheleſs very well diſcern in that of your Majeſty , your: reli- 
gi0us intentions for the Church. Pieey inhabirs that great; rhac 
magnatimous heart, an interiour Advocate, that pleads forns much 
better than wecan for our (elves, © V 1 

Beſides, Sir, what is paſtis a ſufhcient Warranty to us for*what 
35 to come, the glorious Teſtimonies 'thac Religion Has, upon 4ll oc- 
cafons, receiv d. of your Majeſties Chriſtian” 2641 , the Demoli- 
tion of ſo many Temples that Violence had erected tothe -Idol 
of Errourz the ſuppreflion of ſo many Colledges, which weve the Se- 
minaries of Perdition', wherein they infe&ted our -over tredulons 
youth with the poyſon of Untruth, the withdrawing your Majeſties 
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Royal Grace and Favour z and thoſe other ways mixt with ſeverity 
and ſweetneſs, contriv'd by your own Piety and Wiſdom to reduce 
thoſe ſtraying Souls into the Paths of Salvation : All theſe great ad- 
vantages, which 'ovght to be Objects of an Eternal Gratitude to the 
Church, are to us almoſt certain preſages , that your Majeſty will 
finiſh what you have ſo happily begun, and give the laſt ſtroke to 
this monſtrous Hydrs of Herefie. 1 
Your Majeſty, Sir, may eafily perfe&t the Work, in doing that 
for the particular good of Religion , which you have already done 
in regulating the Adminiſtration of publick Juſtice, You have, Sir, 
acquired to your ſelf the praife and admiration of Forreign Nati- 
ons, as well as thoſe of your own People, by the Reformation of 
the Politic Laws of your Kingdom: Attract, Sir, alſo the Bene- 
diftions of Heaven upon your Perſon and Poſterity, by reforming 
thoſe Edits and Declarations which ſole Neceflity, and the diſor- 
der of Aﬀairs have wreſted from the hands of the King's your Pre- 
deceſſors. And there are ſome alſo crept” in even in theſe later 
times, which requite your Majeſties Application, to which the ma- 
lignity: of | Heretics gives ſo falſe colour, and ſo many pernitious 
Interpretztions, that we cannot avoid preferring our ſubmiſſive 
—_ and humbly to apply our ſelves to your®Majeſty for 
redreſs.” . | 
If . we: will believe theſe Enemies of our Religion, we are not 
only not permitted to: endeavour the Converſion of Children got yer 
arrivid: to fourteen years of age ; but are alſo forbid to receive them 
| into- the boſom of the Church, when: inſpir'd by God himſelf to 
, defire it, But theſe wilfully blind Peeple do not ſee, that there 
are 'things/in the Order: of 'the Church; which cannot properly be 
the bufineſs of Humane Regulation £ foraſmuch as they are already 
repulated by the.expreſs, either natural or poſitive Laws of God : 
They: do'not diſcern: that this*is to offer violence to your Majeſties 
Zeal; Piety and Juſtice, For were it notiin fine, to endeavour to 
preſtribe Limits to the Divine Mercy, and to ſubj<&t the Grace of 
the; Almighty. ro ithe : Authority of Humane Laws.2 Our God 
15: no more a2 reſpeer of Ages, that of Perſons, ſairh Sr. Oprian, 
his Spirit blows where and when it pleaſes him, without being 
ſubje& either to time, or the-Laws of men:; and if ir be a Crime 
worthy the- ſevereſt Chaſtiſement from God, to ſhut. a' man's eyes 
againſt the Light of: Truth, and to refiſt; the Divine Attractions 'of 
Grace, is it- poſſible, without being criminal, to ſhut the doors of the 
Church:againſt thaſe, who by this ſame Grace are bronghe unto it > 
We are, as well as St. Paw/-was, Debtors to all, to Greeks and 
Barbarians, to the: wiſe, and to'the ignorant; and ſhauld we-deny 
the Bread of the Word of Life to poor Children, who deſire ro 'bd 
inftruced by us ! Should we ſee theſe innocent Souls, who are the 
moſt, perfe& Images of ,the Son'of God, : and the true Inheritors of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, periſh before our eyes! The Saviour of the 
World: ;commands, that ſuch be ſuffered ro come unto him ; and 
ſhall not be lawful for us to take them by the hand > According 
to theſe falſe Maxims of the Heretics , our duty ſhould be oppos'd 
againſtiour duty, and we ſhould, Sir, find our ſelves reduced m"_y 
ad 
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ſad neceſlity either of violating the Laws of God, to obſerve yours , 
or of violating yours, to obſerve the Laws of God. Burt we are far 
from believing, that this can be conformable to the intentions of the 
moſt juſt and clear fighted of all Kings : The Rules of Chriſtiantiy and 
Religion are too deep engraven in your Majeſties Royal heart, to ſuf- 
fer fach dangerous Interpretations as theſe, and to clear all manner 
of doubt in ſo important an affair. 

We were formerly permitted to go viſit the fick of the pretended 
Reform'd Religion, without being call'd ; and we found by happy ex- 
perience, that many who all the the time of their lives, had been 
obſtinate Confederates with Errour, became at their death faithful 
Confeſſors of the Trath: The fickneſs that weakned their Bodies, 
ſerv'd to fortifie their Faith , diſabus'd with the vanities of the World, 
they more willingly gave ear to the admonitions of Conſcience ; the 
approaches of death, diffipated the illuſions of life; and whether ir 
were that Grace was now more ſtrong, or that their hearts were 
grown more flexible to InſtruRion, their ſouls, even when half ſepa- 
rated from the body, began with pleaſure to reliſh Chriſtian Verities. 
Bur how go matters now fince we have been forbid to viſit theſe fick 
perſons? What deſires ſoever theſe poor Wretches have to recon- 
cile themſelves to God and the Church, how importunate ſoever 
they/are to have Prieſt , whois that Charitable man in the Goſpel 
whoſe aſſiſtznce they ſtand inneed of, to plunge them into the heal- 
ing Pool of Repentance > Thoſe about them oppoſe theſe juſt deſires, 
not one will do that good Office for them,and all-their Friends conſpire 
to ſtifle theſe good Diſpoſitions, or to render them fruitleſs , and pre. 
tending them to be but idle ravings of an Imagination diſordered: by 
the violence of the Diſeaſe, with all poſſible caution and endeavour, 
hinder the Church from being made acquainted with it, What can 
there be then, Sir, more juſtro remedy ſo criminal a Vexation, than 
to ſuffer the Paſtors of the Church, unfent for, to go and viſic thele 
ſick perſons, to the end they may truly diſcover their real Inclination 2 
Is it not to allow thoſe of the Religion a ſufficient Toltkration, and full 
liberty of Conſcience, ſeeing it is tomake them abſolure Maſters of 
Aeir own free choice even to death, and to take order, that Parents 
and Relations may not exerciſe over them the moſt inſolent and cruel 
of all Tyrannies, in taking this Liberty from them > 

Bur being, Sir, it would be the greateſt rudeneſs and injuſtice, too 
much to abuſe your Majeſties more precious leiſure, we ſhall paſs'over 
the other grievances we have to repreſent, in filence ; ef which alſo 
the Commiſſioners your Majeſty has graciouſly appointed to be pre- 
ſent at our Conferences, may give a more full account : Bur, Sir, 
the goodneſs of God prompts us to renew one moſt humble requeſt ; a 
Suit that we have often preferr'd, but ſhall never ceaſe to figh, till 

our Majeſty ſhall do us the grace to grant it, Which is by a ſolemn 
aw, and that under very ſevere penalties, to forbid all your Catho- 
lick Subje&s to change their Religion, ſeeing that this pretended Li- 
berty of Conſcience is look'd npon by all the Catholics., as a Preci- 
pice ſet before their feer, as a Pit-fall made to trap their ſimplicity, 
and as 4 door fer open to all manner of Licenciouſneſs. Take from 
them, Sir, take from them this fatal Liberty, and ſectle them in a 
blefled neceffity of being always faithful. Sucha Lay as this cannoc 
B poſſibly 
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poſſibly interfere with the Edits that permit Liberty of Conſcience, 
foraſmuch as thoſe Edidts having only reſpe& to them, by whom they 
were with the greateſt importumity ſolicited, and for whom alone they 
were made , can no ways comprehend the Catholics, by whom they 
have ever been loath'd and abhorr'd. 

Beſides, Sir, if theſe of the Reform'd Religion are tolerated to 
continue in their falſe Belief, why ſhall nor the Catholics be permit- 
red. ro bind themſelves faſt and firm to the true Religion, by all the 
Ties that may prevent the inconſtancy of Humane Fancy ? The Law, 
Sir, that we humbly propoſe to your Majeſty is the ſtrongeſt of all 
thoſe Ties, and in impofing it upon your Catholic SubjeRs, your 
Majeſty will only fortifie their own reſolutions, yield to their own 
defires, authorize their own wiſhes, and faſten, as I may ſay, the ſa« 
cred Knots by which they defire irrevocably to bind themſelves to the 
Faith of the Holy Church: And we haye reaſon, Sir, to hope your 
Majeſty will not deny them a means they increat from you of aſſu- 
ring their Salvation, or rather that you will nor deny it to God Al- 
mighty, who this day by my mouth requires it at your hands, 

W hat Sir,can you deny him, after all-the Proſperities he has fhowr'd 
upon your head > What Succeſs has he not ble(s'd your Arms withal, 
when animated by your Royal Preſence * Ic appears as if your Ene- 
mies were multiplied to no other end, but only to multiply your Vifto- 
ries. All your Cawpagns have been fignal, either by the taking of 
ſome conſiderable Place, or ſome Province, and your Majeſty has (ſo 
accuſtom'd us to lee nething in the Hiſtory of your Reign, bur Victory 
upen Victory, and Conqueſt upon Conqueſt, that having made us to 
forget that the chance of Arms is uncertain, it now appears ſtrange, 
that it cap be ſo much as once contrary tous. 

Is it not to God that you ſtand oblig'd for theſe glorious Sncceſles ? 
Yes doubtleſs, Sir, it is z and it now remains, that you give the laſt 
and higheſt Teſtimony of yeur Acknowledgment, by making uſe of 
your Authority for the utter Extirpation of Herefie, 

Your Majeſty has done nothing hitherto for the*glory of your Name, 
that can parallel the Renown of ſuch an Enterprize. Actions that 
point at Religion, carry with them a Character of Glory. that otMf&r 
Exploits, how Heroic foever, can pretend-no Title tro: That which 
iS enough to create a Hero in War, is not ſufficient ro make a Hero 
in Religiom: The Re-eſtabliſhment of Altars in a conquer'd Coun- 
try, is more glorious than the Conqueſt it ſelf : Catholics reſtor'd ro 
liberty, do better adorn a Triumph, than conquer'd Enemies, and the 
Titles of ProteQor of the Faith, and Defendor of the Church, ſound 
much better in Chriſtian ears, than thoſe of Conqueror and Invin- 
Cible. 

O how happy had the Church been, if the Jealouſie of your Ene- 
mies would have ſuffered your Majeſties zeal to have ated at its own 
liberty and full extent ! We ſhould then, Sir, no more need to petiti- 
on you in the behalf of Religion : Your Majeſty had prevented our de- 
fires, and even out-done our greateſt expectation, Your Enemies, 'tis 
true, have attempted to thwart your great and pious deſigns; bur, 
Sir, theſe weak oppoſitions, ought only to ſerve to augment the force 
of your zeal, Let theſe Maligners of .your Glory, and the Proſperi- 
ty of the Church, learn to their coſt, ro know, that you can . the 
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ſame time both fight for your Dominions, and labour for Religion 
thar like thoſe Illuſtrious Reſtaurators of the Old Feruſalem, you can 
hold your Sword in one hand, and build the Walls of the Holy City 
with the other. That is to ſay, that'you can at once both make your 
Enemies feel the power of your Arms, and the Enemies of God feel 
the power of your Laws, . 

It is, 'tis true, ſometimes an Heroic Vertue in thoſe who command 
the Reins of Empire, and to whom all things ought ro be ſubmitted, 
themſelves to give place to time,and to certain Conjunures that hap- 
pen in affairs : Put, Sir,here the Cauſe of Gcd is only in queſtion, con- 
ſult nothing but your heart in this caſe, refign your ſelf up to the 
Conduct of your own zeal, do as your Piety ſhall inſpire you; the 
zeal of the Houſe of God has ſometimes holy Tranſports, prefezable 
to that equal temper, which is the perfetion of all other Vertues, 
and the ſame God who is the mover of thoſe religious Sallies, is War- 
ranty for their Event. ; 

What ought you not to expe from that tranſcendent Genius, that 
raiſes you ſo high above the reſt of men? What ought you not to ex- 

e&t from that Supreme Valour, the too liberal Fountain, *tis true, 
of our fears and apprehenſions for your Majeſties ſafery, but that ren- 
ders you, Sir, the terror of your Enemies, 

W hat glory will it be to your Majeſty, when future Ages ſhall know, 
that if the Kingdom of France; happy under your Reign, has with- 
drawn and pull'd in its Frontiers on every fide, rhe Church more hap- 
py has extended hers into the heart of Fravce. Poſtericy will then know, 
{ tp if the felicity of Aug#fme, occafioned the felicity of his Domi- 
nions,. the felicity of Lews the Great, has created the felicity both 
of his Kingdom and the Church ; and they will then alſo know, that 
as this Spouſe cf Jeſus Chriſt has delivered you in Baptiſm from the 
ſervitude of fin, you allo delivered her in your Kingdom, from the 
oppreiſion of Hereſie, that as ſhe admits you roxthe participation of 
her Sacraments, you have admitted her toa ſhare in your Vidories ; 
and in a word, that as ſhe daily ſacrifices upon her f Haag whatever 
ſhe has of more precious and adorable for the Conſervation of your 
ſacred Perſon, you have alſo ſacrific'd your moſt precious rime, and 
beſt endeavours, to procure her all the advantages ſhe either can, or 
ought to expe from a moſt Chriſtian Prince, 

Your Majeſty then , Sir, ſees your ſelf engag'd both in Piety to 
God, and upon the account of your own particular Glory, to ſupport 
the Intereſt of Religion. Whar, Sir, can we more defire> We have 
nothing more to beg of you, in order to the Gratification of our 
deſires for the Proſperity of the Church, and ſhall never think we 
hazard the Cauſe of God, when we abſolutely refign our ſclves with 
an entire confidence to your Majeſties perfe& Wiſdom, and Power- 


ful- Protecion, 
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